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Creative Living ideas
The Best of Organization

Storage
Solutions





CREATIVE LIVING IDEA #213

Everywhere you turn at flea markets, there 

are vintage crates to be found. Next time 

you find one, do what Vanessa Spencer did 

and turn it on its side to use it as clever craft 

storage! The nooks and crannies make it 

perfect for storing all of  your bits and pieces.
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CREATIVE LIVING IDEA #214

Think out of  the box; or in Shoppe Manager 

Vanessa Spencer’s (artfulanthology.blogspot.com) 

case, think out of  the butter tray. This beautiful 

butter tray can be used to house some of  your 

favorite jewelry. It’s the perfect size to fit anywhere 

in your bedroom. 
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A
SUPPLY STORAGE

CREATIVE LIVING IDEA #250

As crafters, we want our creative spaces 

to be functional as well as beautiful. The 

perfect solution is to find simple, yet 

attractive containers for all of  our supplies. 

These green buckets are manufactured, 

but you can just as easily paint your own 

and decorate them with a rub-on. Thank 

you to Vanessa Spencer for this great 

storage idea. 

Gorgeous
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CREATIVE LIVING IDEA #295

Make a big statement on your bookshelves 

by organizing your novels or magazines by 

color. To create that ombre look that is so 

popular, start with the darkest shade of  a 

color and work toward the lightest. 
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Creative Living idea #335

MMany of  us live and die by our to-do lists. i was 

inspired by an old coworker who used to write 

each item out on a Post-it and stick it to her 

desk. Whenever she finished a task, she would 

victoriously pull the note off  her desk and throw 

it in the trash. after seeing this dress form around 

our office, i thought it’d be a fun place to pin my 

list. What a joy it is to see the dress form empty 

at the end of  the day! (dress form available at 

stampington.com/the-shoppe-at-somerset.) 

to-do Lists
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CREATIVE LIVING IDEA #219

There’s no reason for jewelry storage 

to be so drab. By trimming and 

adhering a photograph to fit inside a 

compartment drawer, you can easily 

create a one-of-a-kind place to hold 

all of  your jewelry, just as Director of  

Photography Johanna Love (loveflow.us) 

has done here. 
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CREATIVE LIVING IDEA #256

Keep your cutlery contained by storing it 

in a vintage drawer. Doing this frees up 

a precious drawer in your kitchen, and it 

looks fantastic! 
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CREATIVE LIVING IDEA #265

The next time you crack a dish or plate, 

there’s no need to toss it out. Simply glue 

the crack together, and once that is dry, 

turn it over and adhere small magnets to 

the underside. Doing this magnetizes the 

dish, making it the perfect place to store 

pins or paperclips!
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CREATIVE LIVING IDEA #302

Use spaces in your home, such as bookcases 

and shelves, to display charming vignettes 

rather than a cluttered assortment of  

objects as Jessica Wolfe did here. Using 

these spaces in an imaginative way can help 

present loved and meaningful items as art 

pieces that re ect your passion for creativity. 

Charming
HOME VIGNETTES
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CREATIVE LIVING IDEA #306

If  you have a lot of  loose items scattered 

across your desk, try using teacups to 

organize your mess. Sure, you could hide 

those items in a drawer, but having them on 

your desk will make them easily accessible, 

and why hide them when you have 

feminine and delicate teacups to display? 

(Styling provided by Johanna Love.)

Dress Up 
YOUR DESK
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stacked 
magazine  

decor

creative Living idea #346

ssome magazines and books are too beautiful 

to keep hidden away on a shelf. to put them 

on display, wrap them with a beautiful piece of  

ribbon or even torn fabric, and top with a few 

natural elements. 
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Book Storage

Creative Living idea #350

tturn a non-working fireplace into the centerpiece 

of  your living room. Fill the opening with 

something eye-catching, such as old books, and 

prepare for all the compliments you’ll be receiving. 

thank you to Jessica Wolfe for this idea!
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CREATIVE LIVING IDEA #232

Director of  Photography Johanna Love 

collects beads not just because she loves 

to make jewelry, but also because she is 

captivated by the rich colors and glinted 

facets. What a shame to store these 

beauties in bead boxes on the shelf ! She 

finds it better to display them to enjoy and 

also get her creative juices flowing for the 

next jewelry-making adventure.
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CREATIVE LIVING IDEA #267

A simple wooden utensil holder 

becomes a fabulous craft caddy 

with just a few coats of  paint and 

a rub-on or two. Tina Schiefer 

(rustymonkeystudio.blogspot.com) 

shows how easy it is to keep all 

of  your supplies for a project 

in one place. 

A Clever  
CRAFT CADDY 
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CREATIVE LIVING IDEA #272

One of  the hottest new craft supplies is 

metal sheeting, which can be found at 

your local hardware store in a number 

of  designs. Here, Vanessa Spencer cut it 

with tin snips to fit an old picture frame. 

She applied a coat of  paint to both the 

frame and metal sheeting, and secured 

the sheeting to the frame’s backside. 

Now it’s the perfect place to store her 

earring collection!

Simple Jewelry 
STORAGE
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by Laura Guenther

 
of  the popular store Ornamentea in Raleigh, North Carolina. Plans were in the works for me 
to teach in her store the immersion technique of  torch-fired enamel for jewelry applications. 
Immersion enameling is a relatively new way to torch-fire enamel, popularized and pioneered by 
Barbara Lewis of  St. Petersburg, Florida. I am thrilled to be the first certified instructor of  the 
technique after visiting Barbara at her studio in 2012. Cynthia asked that I head up a boot camp 
for the process, which would be held over several days. This would give her clientele an opportunity 
to learn more than a one-day workshop could offer. I was excited! �
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I knew immediately that I would create special kits for the 
artists attending the workshop. I wanted each person to feel 
pampered and excited about learning a new technique. The 
theme came from research for text beads I was making. When I 
looked up the origins of  the phrases for description listings, I was 
amazed at how many originated from Shakespeare. Although I 
remember studying Shakespeare in junior high school, I’m sure 
I wasn’t interested in it then. From there, I began learning about 
Queen Elizabeth 1 and the more I found out about the life and 
times of  the era, the more fascinated I became. The customs, 
clothing styles, and language were all intriguing. Elizabethan 
Sumptuary Laws dictated what Elizabethans of  different classes 
were allowed to wear. The clothes alone would inspire you. They 
were elaborate, spectacular, and stuffed! Even the men wore 
brightly colored costumes with velvet capes and hats with plums. 
Many could stand-alone and were decorated with rosettes, ruffs, 
and puffs! Queen Elizabeth encouraged dramatic performances 
in dance, poetry, and theater, and they  ourished during her 
reign. There was plenty to be inspired by, and I wanted to 
incorporate the theme into the projects and kits. 

Cynthia loved the idea and provided beautiful brass stampings, 
luxurious ribbons, pretty  bers, and all the  ndings needed  to 
create the projects. Included with the kit’s metal components 
were lovely  owers, crowns, and leaves. Back at my home studio, 
I enameled these pieces and planned the basic project ideas. I 
used Shakespearean quotes and Elizabethan-Era photos to create 
the decals for each kit, which would add beautiful detailed layers 
to the jewelry. Each artist would be able to choose their decals, 
personalizing their work. Cynthia took my enameled pieces and 
basic ideas to create innovative necklace layouts, adding gorgeous 
leather cording and  ber tassels. She also selected our camp name 
from Shakespeare’s “The Tempest.” �
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With the project samples complete, it was time for packaging. 
I had the little crates on hand and came across the test tubes at 
a local store. I knew these would be perfect to hold the copper 
pieces we would enamel. The Shakespeare text and photo decals 
went into glassine envelopes that I labeled and sealed with washi 
tape. Inside the test tubes were the materials needed to create the 
“ruff ” connectors used in camp projects. Ruffs were dramatic,  
stiff  collars and cuffs worn during the time period by both men 
and women. I created these components out of  sheet metal after 
studying the shapes of  the collars. The students would use metal 
techniques to forge and shape the ruff  components, and then 
learn how to enamel them.

The advanced technique supplies — cats’ whiskers, liquid 
enamel, and enamel chips — were packaged in small containers 
and wrapped with washi tape. The large brass stampings called 
for a special box of  their own, so I decorated a matchstick box 
with tape, a sweet canvas bird, and velvet ribbon. The kit would 
not be complete without a Shakespeare image; it was added to 
a canvas bag along with the camp title. Canvas photos were also 
created for the test tubes. I  nished off  the package with a pink 
and sparkled chipboard crown, and added the remaining pieces 
to the Shakespeare bag. The result was a beautifully packaged 
kit with patterns, images, and colors that inspired the artists, just 
as I imagined them to do. 

Although the projects and kits were inspired by 16th century 
England, they were fresh, new, and had the look of  today when 
 nished. No fussy ball gowns needed to be worn. Each artist had 
ample supplies in the kit to learn the process and create several 
luminous pieces of  jewelry that were unique. �

Laura Guenther is a mixed-media artist living in Greensboro, North Carolina. Her work is 
romantic, complicated, and layered. Sign up for her Raleigh workshops and boot camp by 
visiting ornamentea.com. Visit her Etsy shop at blueantiquities.etsy.com, and her blog at 
blueantiquities.blogspot.com. Visit Ornamentea, a jewelry and bead store near downtown 
Raleigh offering fine craft ingredients, classes, and inspiration. 
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CREATIVE LIVING IDEA #320

We all know how boring office organization 

can be, so it’s great to add a creative touch 

wherever you can. This porcelain egg caddy 

is the perfect place to stash all your clips and 

pens, and a few of  your favorite tapes.
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began early in life at the tender age of  6. Born and raised in Duluth, Minnesota, she was often 
found making outfits and crafting home furnishings for her dolls out of  basically anything she could 
find. Trips to the library were frequented with her mother, and she would leave with armfuls of  
child’s crafting books with ranging projects from egg-carton earrings and papier-mâché piñatas to 
anything made out of  Popsicle sticks. Tricia was continuously hunting for things she could create 
with her hands. �

Artwork by Tricia K. Johnson
Story by Danielle Mohler
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CREATIVE LIVING IDEA #238

Add a little romance to your bath time 

routine by creating a caddy similar to the 

one shown here, by Vanessa Spencer. Add 

fragrant flowers, such as lavender, some 

handmade soap, and a bottle of  your 

favorite beverage.
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CREATIVE LIVING IDEA #278

Coffee beans are a charming and thoughtful 

gift that friends and family alike will be 

grateful to receive. Packaging them in a glass 

jar is a great way to preserve the aroma of  

the beans, as well as display them for all 

to see. Best of  all, when the coffee is gone, 

these little jars can be repurposed and used 

over and over again.

Supplies to recreate this project can found at stampington.com. 

37somersetlife.com   Somerset LIFE

028_045_LFE1014.indd   37 8/19/14   11:55 AM



CREATIVE LIVING IDEA #285

Chipped and damaged teacups are given 

new life when used to organize your craft 

supplies. Vanessa Spencer simply attached 

teacups and their matching saucers 

using a stronghold adhesive. Once dry, 

she tucked away twine and glitter in the 

various compartments. 
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CREATIVE LIVING IDEA #286

One of  the keys to getting through the 

holiday season virtually stress-free is 

organization. To keep up with all of  your 

gift-wrap needs, set up a little station 

that houses all you might need to wrap a 

present. Grab a caddy and include tags, 

tape, labels, bags and more. 

Supplies to recreate this project can found at stampington.com. 
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CREATIVE LIVING IDEA #288

For quick crafting, the key is making sure 

you are organized. Keeping supplies for 

a specific project in a designated drawer 

or bin will save you time and keep your 

creativity flowing. 
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Creative Living idea #326

WWho says organizing can’t be pretty? gone 

are the days of  tucking items away in 

plastic tubs and boxes. now it’s all about 

functionality and beauty! gather your craft 

supplies and stash them in vintage drawers. 

everything will be on hand for you to use, 

and it will look gorgeous!

Storage
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Creative Living idea #329

tturn a printers tray into a stylish gift wrap 

station by painting it and adding patterned 

paper to each compartment. add everything 

you’ll need to wrap a gift to perfection.  

if  you know a friend who loves wrapping  

her gifts in a unique way, consider creating 

one for her as a gift. thank you to  

niki Meiners (nikimeiners.wordpress.com) 

for sharing this idea.

Storage
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